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I think today’s Gospel passage is one of the most 

poignant in all the Gospels. The story is of the leper who 

comes before Jesus and, rather than clamoring for 

healing has the respect, and maybe the trepidation, to 

put the issue into Jesus’ hands: “If you wish, you can 

make me clean.” 

He leaves it up to Jesus to determine whether the 

healing of his leprosy is an appropriate activity or not.  

He will not presume anything.  There could be limits 

beyond which Jesus is not willing to go.  His daily 

experience is of separation, and people going out of 

their way to maintain distance from him.  Perhaps Jesus 

will follow that same course. 

What he does know from the reports that he has heard is 

that, in terms of raw capability, Jesus can heal.  But how 

will Jesus consider the other implications, that the 

healing could make Jesus “unclean,” for example, and 

thus disqualified from worship in the temple until he had 

gone through the purification rites? 

His condition may have been such that he fully 

understood why people kept their distance.  He himself 

might have been appalled at what had happened to him, 

and wondered “Why is this happening to me?  What 

have I done?  Look at what I’ve become!”  

And maybe he had even arrived at some hypothesis 

about which of his past actions led to the current 

situation.  Justified or not, connecting a current calamity 

with some past sin was a common understanding in 

those days. Perhaps the leper had concluded that he had 

deserved it. 
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Whatever the case, the leper brings all that with him to 

the feet of Jesus:  Will it be too much?  Will Jesus want 

to bother with it all? 

Jesus must have picked up on the depth of the man’s 

vulnerability and anguish.  His response is that, first of 

all, he is “moved with pity.”  The Greek phrase Mark 

uses is even stronger than that.  Literally, it’s closer to  

something like Jesus “became angry,” not with the leper 

but with what leprosy does to a person. 

Jesus sees into the depths of what the sickness and he’s 

cut to the quick.  This all is so far from the life that God 

wants for his people.  It all has to be addressed and 

redeemed.  “I do will it!  Be made clean.”  And Jesus 

offers the man his healing touch. 

And with that gesture he reveals in further detail the 

depth of God’s love. 

This all can be hard to hear if we’ve been in the 

situation where we are convinced of the appropriateness 

and even the necessity of a healing action from God, 

only to wait patiently and the healing doesn’t come.  

That’s so hard to understand or justify.  We can’t 

imagine what sort of response God will make that could 

even come close to a justification when we finally get 

the chance to ask the question, “God, where were you?  

Why didn’t you do something?”  

Unfortunately, I’m in the same boat with everyone else.  

I don’t get it, either.  But there’s no denying the nature 

of the encounter in today’s gospel and how genuinely 

Jesus enters into the leper’s experience.  The leper’s 

vulnerability and putting himself in Jesus’ hands 
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disarms him by his reverence and willingness to accept 

whatever Jesus is willing to do. 

What other option do we have than the one the leper 

chose?  The hardship that comes with the life of faith is 

not something new.  It’s been that way from the 

beginning.  Jesus’ own life was filled with opposition 

and lack of understanding and simple, rank indifference.  

That was so much so that at one point, when people 

were turning away from him in droves, he turned to his 

closest followers and supposed that they, too, would 

find the whole thing to be too much and go back to what 

they had been doing before. 

And then Peter speaks up, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  

You have the words of everlasting life.”  And so, they 

went on from there, to the garden of Gethsemane, where 

Jesus experiences for himself the utter vulnerability 

which comes with putting oneself into the hands of God, 

to the cross, and then to the tomb.   

In our feelings of abandonment and frustration with 

God’s seeming lack of action when it is most needed, 

we do have to acknowledge the witness of Jesus’ 

solidarity with us.  He was not spared the worst of 

human suffering.  As hard as it might be to hear, 

Hebrews says that he even learned obedience, the ability 

to listen to God’s words of love, through what he 

suffered. 

And so, we have reason to hope for a hearing from a 

God who shows his deep compassion for the suffering 

of others, whatever their circumstances, and we pray “If 

you will it, Lord, you can make us whole.  Help us to 
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long for wholeness and put our lives confidently into 

your hands, knowing that with you is mercy and 

heartfelt compassion, and fullness of redemption. 

 


